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Introduction

In the early 20th century, totalitarianism form of government swept across Europe and eventually spread to different other parts of the world. According to Corner (2009), this system of government is typically characterized by the major personalities, which helped to define it due to their style of rule. Leaders like Adolf Hitler, who was notorious in his rule in Germany, became synonymous with the control that they held over their nations and people. Therefore, totalitarianism is a form of strong central rule whereby the government tries to maintain full control over its people and permits no individual freedom. In regimes with totalitarianism rule, characteristics like a single party rule, total military and police control and control over the economy and means of communication are common. However, that differs from one country to another. 
In Turkey, the country in which this paper will be focusing, the city of Istanbul is being reshaped to Erdogan's liking, reflecting his will for the country. Erdogan has been in power for far too long and currently as a president; he is demonstrating his thirst for total control. According to Acemoglu & Ucer (2015), detractors see president Erdogan as an implacable, cunning, would be sultan and a man who is reckless in his ambitions. On the other hand, admirers say that he is the person who is reviving the spirit of Turkey that was long lost before he took power. In this paper, the aim will be exploring Turkey as a country that uses the totalitarianism rule as a form of government. It will focus on the economy of Turkey; explaining whether Erdogan regime control of the Turkish economy is totalitarianism.

How Is The Erdogan Regime Control Of The Turkish Economy Totalitarian?

Erdogan powers in the control of the economy of Turkey seems to be limitless, he has full control of the economy, and he looks like a person who aspires to rule forever. That shows the characteristics of a totalitarian regime. During the 2017 Turkish referendum, Erdogan and his party, that is, the AKP won the tightly contested Yes/No polls and ensured changes in the Turkish constitution establishing an overly dictatorial system were affected. With the totalitarian regime, came purges and repressions (Yağci, 2017). The dictatorship in Turkey is presently looking very stable and it is going the way Erdogan wanted when he assumed office. Some social contradictions look to have ended after the referendum and Erdogan party consolidated its dominance politically, taking control of the nation. 

During and After the Referendum

During the referendum, Erdogan, the Turkish president, used state machinery and blatant fraud against those who were against the changes to the constitution. Due to that, he eventually won the contest, garnering 51% of the votes (Bolkol, 2017). After the win, the dictator resorted to corruption, repression as well as supporting the jihadist among other ultra-reactionary groups. The ruler has taken full control and is antagonizing those against his regime and style of rule. His intentions are polarizing the society and barbarizing political discourse in the country to ensure there is no unity of the people, which can lead to overthrowing of his regime. He wants to continue being the sole controller of the economy of Turkey.

Erdogan has also given top positions in media and communication to his close allies and militant supporters to ensure he has full control over communication and media in the country (Bolkol, 2017). The holders of these posts were previously the Gulenists who supported Fethullah Gulen, a cleric who is currently exiled because Erdogan alleged that he was behind the July 2016 coup, which failed. Among the characteristics of totalitarianism is control over media and communication, and on this front, Erdogan seems to be in control. He intended to ensure there is no media freedom, which can report his aggressive actions, he only wants the media to report what is right for him and his allies. Those that are against his commands have been shut down. Further, some journalists have been arrested and detained for reporting the ills of the Government. The dictator has completely gagged the media. 

Repression by Erdogan and his Government

After the failed coup attempts in 2016, Erdogan has consolidated his power and control over the economy and the people of Turkey. The number of detainees that includes those who attempted the coup and those who are against his regime is estimated to be over 132,000 people (Yağci, 2017). Additionally, around 150,000 people who had stable jobs have faced the sack from Erdogan's government including 5,800 academics. His government continues to arrest anybody who criticizes his rule or opposes his ideologies. People are charged with the flimsiest of charges just to intimidate them and make them keep quite or support his dictatorial style of rule. His government issued a legal decree in December of 2017, which granted immunity to the citizens who engaged in violent activities but did not support the coup. These are people who supported his regime and did not want the coup to take place to overthrow his government.

Erdogan also demonstrated his full control of the economy of Turkey by replacing the Kurdish signs with those of Turkey as well as banning all the demonstrations that are against the ruling government. According to Yağci (2017), Erdogan has taken control of the country's judiciary, and the heads of the country’s judiciary system are following the Government's command, sometimes making rulings that favor it. The judges are supporting him politically because the perception is that those who do not support his regime will face the sack. There is entirely no independence of the Judiciary of Turkey as it has been taken over by Erdogan government. He ensured he takes control of the judiciary by ensuring a replacement of judges is done and those who supported his regime were given the topmost positions. Five of the current supreme board of judges were nominated by his party, that is, the AKP and the remaining two were chosen by AKP's fascist ally, that is, the National Movement Party (Yağci, 2017). The appointed judges also supported his regime. Therefore, the judiciary is completely under his control and decisions that are made always favor his government.

In the education sector, his government is changing the system to a more conservative Islamic tint (Yağci, 2017). In 2017, the Turkish ministry of education changed the system by presiding over the removal of all passages concerning evolution from the books used by the students of the country and replaced them with the coup attempt, the struggle against FETO and the jihad. The intentions are to influence the ways of thinking of the school children.
To ensure he controls the army and avoid an attempted coup, Erdogan has established more control over the military and the intelligence agency of the country. He receives daily intelligent reports from the intelligence service so that in case of anything that might be against his government, then he may act immediately. The Turkish army was known to be traditionally an opponent Islam in Turkey, but Erdogan is taking control to ensure that completely changes (Bolkol, 2017). Erdogan ensured that the Intelligence agency is directly tied to the presidency, in other words, to him and gave them the power of investing the military so that they can be in control over everything. His government has also lowered the military standards for promotions as well as abolishing the military judiciary system to ensure everybody is subjected to the system of the nation, which is completely under his control. 

The dictator also demonstrated his totalitarian style of rule by having greater and more say in the army in the supreme military council that happened in August 2017; that has never happened in the history of Turkey. He intended to ensure he controls the decisions on promotions and new appointments in top position so that his fanatics may take up those roles (Yağci, 2017). The government of Erdogan is also releasing the ultranationalist elements who were purged from the army and taken to prisons by Gulenist; they are filling the gaps that had been left by the Gulenists after the failed attempted coup. The dictator has drawn the line and has established more power and control over the economy of Turkey.

He also demonstrated he wanted a totalitarian regime with control of what they wanted when he insisted there would be a new election since his party did not have the majority of the members of parliament (Yağci, 2017). He won the elections, and got what he wanted, which was to have the majority in the house that is tasked with debating and making laws for the country. He merely wanted to have control over house matters and ensure that the bills, which favored his regime were passed. Before the repeat elections, Erdogan had played down the rhetoric, which stated that he wanted to expand his powers. However, he quietly asserted his control over the party by replacing 31 members with people who were closer to him than those who were shown the door. Presently, he has total control over the party, and there is no doubt over who is boss.

Isolation in Foreign Affairs due to Erdogan’s style of Rule

Due to his style of rule, which is characterized by dictatorship and repression, the country is facing isolation in matters foreign affairs. Yağci (2017) explains that most of the governments in Europe do not want to associate with the country. The government of Turkey and specifically Erdogan have become scorn objects across Europe, and most of the European governments have lost trust in the leadership of Erdogan. The displeasure is however not strongly shown by these nations since they have interests in the country regarding exports and imports. In America, Turkey's relationship with the United States is at an all-time low. That is partly because there was an arrest of two members of the American consular staff. The government of Erdogan suspected they were involved in the failed 2016 coup. The United States response to the arrests was to suspend visa services in Turkey; Turkey responded in kind. The services have since resumed although the relationship is still not good due to the style of rule of Erdogan.

Another reason for the bad relationship between the two countries is the court case in the United States, specifically in New York that involves a Turkish-Iranian businessperson who was close to the ruling party in Turkey (Yağci, 2017). He was charged with engaging in trade with Iran in a scheme to avoid sanctions from the US, and it is alleged that he was assisted by the government of Erdogan. However, Erdogan views that case as a political operation by the US against the Turkish government. They see it as a scheme by the US government to show frustrations against the style of rule of Erdogan. Therefore, the style of rule of Erdogan has led to isolation and adventurism as well as instability in the economy of Turkey. They can run the economy of the country in isolation. With collapsing tourism industry in the country and the isolation that it is continuing to receive, the government and in particular Erdogan needs to re-think his style of rule and adopt a more inclusive style.

Conclusion

In this paper, the aim was exploring Turkey as a country that uses the totalitarianism rule as a form of government. The focus was on the economy of Turkey; explaining how Erdogan regime control of the Turkish economy is totalitarianism. According to the explanations above, it is clear that Erdogan uses the totalitarianism rule where he wants absolute powers over the economy of Turkey. Öniş & Kutlay (2013) describe totalitarianism to be a political concept whereby there are no limits from the state concerning its authority over the people and the state. These regimes are characterized by state-controlled mass media. With a controlled press, the government can pass her propaganda the way they want to cover up for the ills that they do. In the above text, we have seen that Erdogan demonstrated this characteristic by sacking and replacing top media and communication officials with his allies. His government also gagged the media as well as arrested and detained the journalists who did not support his kind of rule. The aim was apparently to ensure he gets the full control over what is reported in the media, demonstrating a totalitarianism regime.

Erdogan also demonstrated repression in many ways, which is a characteristic of totalitarianism regime (Öniş & Kutlay, 2013). He took control of the judiciary, the army, and the media to ensure it was only his way in the ways the economy of Turkey was. He was also in control of parliament since his party had the majority of the members. With that, he has full control over the arms of the government, and things are done the way he wants. He is proving to be having control over the economy of Turkey, which is also a characteristic of totalitarianism regime. His government also wants to control the future generations in the ways that they want. They have abolished some topics and replaced them with the topics, which demonstrates elaborate ideology like the jihadist. Therefore, Turkey is truly totalitarianism. 
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